Physiological significance of mucous neck cell-type mucins in the healing of acetic acid-induced gastric ulcers in rats.
The present study was undertaken to elucidate the role of mucous secreting cells in the healing of acetic acid-induced gastric ulcers in rats. The results indicated that mucous neck cells (MNCs) and their secretions seem to play important roles in the prevention of the expansion of ulceration in the early stage. The reasons are that the surface mucous layer coating the ulcerated surface almost exclusively consists of MNC-type mucins and MNCs increase markedly in the mucosae surrounding ulcers. Transitional type cells containing both MNC-type and chief cell-type granules frequently occurred in this region, although chief cells almost completely disappeared.